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EPHESIANS, V. 20. 
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0 2 Giving: thanks en for all things; unto con Ya as 
Faller, in the name of our Lora 7 fus Chr1 * al 


Manama in the untiple of Sai 
by Pe of the Chief Magittrate of this Commons 
wealth, both the day and the text invite us to the duty 
of thankſgiving. If, in this elevated and delighttuÜul 
ſervice, we devote a grateful heart, the ſacrifice will 
be acceptable to Him, who dwelleth not in ne | 
made with hands. TY A b Ji 


The paſſage of Scripture, ſelected for the baſis of 
the prelent diſcourſe, ſtands connected with ſeveral 
practical duties, which St. Paul, in the fourth and fifth 
chapters of this Epiſtle, inculcates on the believers at 
Epheſus. Glancing at the decorum of religious feſ- 
tivals, he exhorts them not to be overcome with in- 
temperance, but to be filled with the Spirit; ſpeaking 
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to each other in rules, byrans and ſpiritual hong; 4 


ftaging and making melody i in their hearts to the Lord, 


Giving thanks alwnys, for all things, unto God and the 
— in the name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. ts 


* 1 . hb blulfiochws 90 
ſhall remark upon the duty of thankſgiviog. And 


II. Aſſigu the reaſons, which ſhould induce its 
performance. 


1ſt. It is a religious exerciſe, in lach we give 
unto Go the glory due to his name. Reconciliation 
with him is eſſential to the acceptable performance of 
this day- For, unleſs we love, ſupremely, his Char- 
; z cter, revert his Providence, and obey his Laws, it 
is ĩmpoſſible we ſhould be grateful to him for his 
benefits. It implies, that we ** delight in the law of 
the Lord after the inner man.” So long as Gov ig 
infinitely holy, and we utterly ſiatul; he liget and 
we z/arbneſs, there can be no communion between us, 
till we be renewed ia the temper of our minds; 


There may be, indeed, a temporary exultation 
in the Divine benefits, where there is an ungratetul 
heart. From principles, common to animal nature, 
aud aided by the gift of reaſon, even the wicked may 
rejoice ia the bounties of Providence. Though 
whally oppoſed to the character, government and laws 
of Janovan, they are willing to ſhare, bis charities. 


e the Jeus, they are ready to ſing his praiſe, and, 
5 forget his works. This is not giving thanks 
_ a the ſenſe of the text. It is of no higher operation, 
/ than inftin&, or the animal paſſions, * The ox 


vo» 


4 Enoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's. crib. 


But to give thanks, in the ſenſe ot the Holy Ghoft,' 
© js 2 rational and holy exerciſe. It is the fruit of 4 
regenerated-and ſanQified heart. That thoſe,” who - 
are enemies to Go by wicked works, may, at the 
ſame time, be grateful to him for his mercies, is ſuch 
2 ſolecilm in theology, and ſo obviouſly abſurd, a LY to 
need no further n. 


The duty n us ;niplies an * ſenſe | 
of the Divine goadneſs, | in reſpect to private and 
public, temporal and ſpiritual bleſſings, The con · 
templation of it, at once, aſtoniſhes and delights the 
grateful mind, It makes us exclaim Lord, what 

is man, that thou art mindful of him —and the fon .. 
of man, that thou viſiteſt him!“ Our unworthineſs 0 
riſes into view, and, placed in contraſt, ſerves, 16 | 
a toi), to ſet off the gifts of a muniſicent Providence, 
It is by this blending of light and Wade, eat dhe 5 
_ of the portrait. is completed, © 


This leaſibility to the Divine e is to be 
ſuitably expreſſed; Not only in mental ejaculations, 
but in the place of retirement, | before our family | 
__ and in che great cangregation of the people, 


N 


| 5 . x f 3 » 
j gur kee ſhould be poured forth in the audi S 3} 4 
accents of praiſe. 3 N. 3 


Our hands alſo, 28 * as our hearts and voices, 9 
are to. be employed. Relief of the indigent is an ap» 
| propriate duty on this annual occaſion, which com · 
1 memorates the countleſs charities of Heaven, of which 
Y we are the. partakers. Therefore, meaſuring our 
liderality by our ability and the wants of thoſe around 
us, let us be ready to do good, and willing to com- 
__ municate, Let us dry up the tears of the orphan, 
: cauſe the widow's heart to ling tor joy, aud mitigate. 
: = 8 of en old 28. | : 


Y 


* "We are permitted, alſo, in che duty before, us, 
to aſfembie our children, connexions and friends at 
"© our reſpeQive houſes, and to furnilh the feſtive board 
ol | with the fruits of the former and. latter harveſt, — + 
z lt i is good and comely for one to eat and drink, 
| and to enjoy the good of all his labour, all the days | 
of his life ; for it is his portion.” But to abuſe this 
Wl fellival of gratitude, by exceſſive iodulgence, is a 
Wd crime againſt nature and Gap. It ſhould be literally | 
« the feall of reaſon, and the flow Wal 


1 32 haſten further to. illuſtrate. the nature and -- 
1 Git of the ſervice, by contemplating its 08». 
| / JECT.. Giving thanks unte Gon and the Fut ber. 


Wi. world is mine, aud the fulneſs thereof. Whoſo offer · 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
| | © 6H 1 were hungry I would not tell thee; for the. 
9 


8 'nexion, have A dilinct and appropriate meaning. 


AE. 
if ſe glorifieth me: and to him, who ordereth 


bis converlation wright, wi will 1 ſhew the ſalvatibn of 


* 80.“ T he terms Ger and the father, in this con- 


They are big with ideas both of the fublime add 
beautiful. Each is adapted to inſpire us wich rever- 
' Ence and zffedtion for the Author of our being ad 
the Benefadtor of our fives. The fortner, Gov, fe · 
preſents him, abſolutely, in the allſufficieney of His 


nature. It expreſles his ſelfexiſtence, and other ir- 


relative and incommunicable attributes. H, who 
is, who was, and who is to come, is the object of our 
grateful worſhip... Uato him are our thoughts to be 
lifted up, who is eſſentially and neceſſarily good; 


whoſe omniſcience, pmnipotence, infinity 3 and eternity, are 


incomprehenſible, | But how ſoon do we go out ot 
*pur depth in this ocean of the Go head, which bas 
peither-bottor, nor ſhore! 


The latter term, be Fosher ie eprelles his 
'+dktive character. He is the Father of being · . For 
Ke hath created Mbthings, and for his pleaſure they 
ute; and were created. He is ſtyled in the facred 


Oracles the Father of angels. He is the Father of 
mankind. And hath made of one blood all nations 


of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth“ 
He is the Father of Chriſt, who condeſcended to be 
A partaker of fleſh and blood. I aſcend unto my 
Father ; and your Father, a. and to , Gov and your 


4 As 4 


=] conſuming fire?” It is, his mediation alone, which 


| earth to heaven, | * God, ifi Chriſt, is reconciling 


6. 
_ 0 


1 
Son.“ ** is the Father of Chriſtians. «Wha 
were born not of blood, nor of the wil} of the fleſh, 
mor of the will of man. but of Gp.“ Giving 
; thanks voto the father, who hath made us meet to 
de partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints is light." 

- Jn all theſe javaluadle relations Gov is our Father, 


and it is our r to offer unto big * facrifice 0 
* Th 
- This uty i is to be W in 3 


. Since the Apoſtacy there is no acceſs to the 
\ Father, but by him. Gop,” out pf Chrifl; . is 3 


bas renewed the intercourſe between Jenovan aud 
offending man. Tt is the ladder, which reaches from 


the world to himſelf.” It would be impiety, it 
would be preſumption, in a Chriſtian, to offer up 2 
Uefire'to-Gov, but in the name of Emmanuel, f 
ve ſhall aſk any thing in my name, I will do it, that 


the Father may be glorified in the Son,” A failure 


in this part ot the duty of the day would be a failure 
in all. The Seriptures never loſe ſight of this idea; 
and moſt of the Epiſtles conclude in a manner adapt. 
Dk to cunvince us of the neceſlity of OO near to 
», through the modiatinn ot Chriſt. 


V But theſe are written, that ye Mt delieye 
chat 1 the Chiiſt, the Sen of God; and that 


—— 
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helieving ye might have life through bis name,” —- 


For there is none other name under heaven given 


among men, whereby we mult be laved OO” 
Il. We proceed to: aflign the ** which 
2 4 — of the duty den 


lie obligation is derived from the abſolute. per= | 
py of Gop. All that i is. ſublime and beautiful 
in character exiſts in Him, 2s its archetype, From 
this paragon of perfection. all created eren * 
its meaſure. | 


This Go: z lle our Fathäb : which is: 9724s 


roche for giving bim that ks. His pater nal care ins 


ceſſantly attends us. Provident ot our lives, He 
ields us from danger ; and day, unto day, tellißen 
of his good and perfect gifts. 


» Gs 35 


Capacitated for intellectual improvement and 
enjoyment, we are furniſhed with the adequate means, 


in that Goſpel which hath brought lite and immer- 
uulity to light. The flower bloſſom but to tade 3 


and all - terreſtrial | glory ſbines but to diſappear. 
But in the progreis ol the mind to intellectual and 
moral perfection, there is no period let. Beyond 


_ theſe heavens the perteQion and happineſs of the * | 


are going on, but ſhall never come to 2 cloſe . 
There is an exiſting reaſon for the duty of thanks 


always, for all things.” With the Father are the 


ACE os 


. ß 


1 3 / . | 
times and the feaſont *© Wo unto bim, who ſtrivetk 


With his Maker“ 1 form the light, and create 
darkneſi: 1 make peace, and create evil.“ 80 log 
as God is our Father, we ſhall have no cauſe to re- 

pine in the day of adverfty. Good and evil, as di- 
rected by dim, equally tend to our ultimate happineſs. 
It is'his goodneſs, which confers upon us every dlel. 
ng of life ; and it is his goodneſs, which bereaves \ us 


of i its enjoyments. | «Tf ye endure chaſtening, | Goo 


eth with you, as with ſons ; for what ſon is he. 


whom the father chaſteneth not? Giving thanks 


always, for: all things; in every thing di. thanks,” 
is; eee - the Bible. > 295 Bi 


© This leads u. us to enforce the duty, enjoined i in the 
Be "from the conſideration of an n Prove 
3982 


This important arte of religion has been ad- 


4 even into the ſyſtems of pagan theology. The 


order and harmony, which pervade the works of 
Gov, demonſtrate his commanding agency. The 
rolling of the Spheres, the conſtant viciſſitude of day 
and night, and the returning ſeaſons of the year, are 
the practical reſult of the Divine Conſtitütion. The 


bs Providence of Gov extends to the beaſts of the W 


to the fowls of the air; and to the fiſhes of the 
direRiog.all their motions, and conducting them by 
their, appointed end. Providence is the Will ot Gon. 


c 
* ” 


3 


6— 
Gt 


% 0 vw 


e 


controlling all his worke, © Nature, laws of nature, 
inſtinct and ſecond cauſes, are but the varied and Lagos 


correct expreſſion of the ſame idea. % 


This Will, in particular aſia; e 


manded its general and eſtabliſhed laws. In the 
beavens, it has detained the ſun and the moon from 


their going down. The fiery element, inſtead of de- 
vouring, has protected its victim. The waters have 
divided, accumulated, and aſſumed forms, contrary 


to all the known laws of fluids. And in all opera- 


tions, whether common, or ſpecial, throughout the 


ſyſtems of matter and life, the hand of Providence 
is equally exployed, and its reſitileſs energy felt. 


| In all .the affairs of mankind, it 1s minutely and 
effectively concerned. Our Saviour ſaid to his diſci- 
ples © the very hairs of your head are all numbered.“ 


Pointing them to the care of cheir heavenly Fa- 
ther over the animal and vegetable tribes, He adds 
« how much more arc ye better than how. Oye of 


little faith !” 


- - In reſpe&to cn the ſcene of retribution 
is 54 in the preſent life, Here, Providence inter · 
poſes to protect the good, and to puniſh the wicked · 
But in reſpect to individuals ** there is one event to 
the righteous and the wicked.” The former are 
comforted in this, that their evil things are bleſſings 


in diſguiſe. 1 Al things work. together ſor 8 
wo them that love Gon.“ To this Divine promiia 
the latter have no claim. Their proſperity but ſets. 
them in ſlippery places, from whence, they ſhall be 
wk down to deſtruction. - Though they mean evil 
in their thoughts, plans 400 purſuits, Gop, always, 
means it for good. He ſtilleth the noiſe of the 
e en of their waves, and the tumult of the 


= Ann the . ot nn toncourſe, © 
chance & fate at their ſtupid and comfortleſs devotions, 
let us knee! before the Lord our Maker. Know 
ve, that the Lord He is Go; it is He that hath- 
wade us, and not we ourſelves ; we are his people, 
.- and the ſheep of bis paſt ute. Enter into his gates 
with thankſgiving ; and into his courts with . 
be thankful unto Him, and bleſs his Name.” MY 


We wal now cloſe the diſcourſe with tuch re · 
l ens, on the abſolute and relative proſperity of 
I ö bodour c6untry, as are adapted to in flame one staütade 
25 on this annual 3 
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Honog eight years of a —— was. we 

| ſowed in hope; and thirteen times has the earth meas” : 
1 fiired her annual orbit, fince we have been reaping 
the fruits of our tolls. Civil and religious liberty, 
order and good government, we have epoyed ton 


 dhgree, unexawpled in the annals of Society, 


| 


: patriotiſm, and protected by valour. It is now at the 48 


of twenty · one; and Fill increaſing i in ba and i ig 
_ favour with Gop and man. 


Her altar. have 1 not been ſtained with the blood of 


1 * 


: domeſtic life. 


In this rare ſpectacle Wasnine ron 


led the way; and carried with him his invincible Le- 
gions to thoſe private occupations, from which they 
204 * _— In p of che OE 


RT 


4% . 


The confederation of the States, nal alia 
the defign of its creation, went to 2 patural diffon- 
tion, From its conflituent duſt was formed, and rear. 
ed, che im proved federal fabric. 
ſocial rights, by lighting the People t to their truck 
and beſt intereſis, has acquired a permaneney in their 
affections, which is as diiaſtrous to the enemies, as it 
M au{picious to the friends, of rational Liberty. 


"x91 4 


PAP American Independence was conceived by wi/- 
? dom, brought forth by a del:herative will, nurſed by 


_ « 


Such 525 been the entrance, and much the career 
of Liberty among us. Surrounded by the Virtues, 
ſhe has not been miſled by erer, intimidated by fac- 


tion, impelled by raſbneſi, nor ſeduced by corruption. — 


* 


Our Armies idee and retired. Ther v were . ; | 
zmditious of crowning the honours, which they hat Þ} 
won in the field, with the mild and uleful virtues f 


2, 2 OS 2 * - 


_ This Coloſſus of 


1 4 „ FRANKLIN, her eldeſt ſon in the eabinet, 
receiyed the reward of thoſe pre-eminent nt. 
which he had devoted to her cauſe. EN 


FAR. Waenitheron, her chief in the field, returned 
With 26 many laurels ay the hands. of hurt millian: 
could weave'; and” with as many d/efſings a8 their 
tongues could pronounce. - Nor did this ſuffice. The 
ſamo graticude of the Nation placed him at the head 
of its government; and i in that ſtation, during peri- 
eds the moſt critical and trying, he enjoyed the undi 
miniſhed confidence of his Fellow: citizens, Thou 
Bir e e Was not dim, nor his natural farce abated, yet 
45 years of his life, devoted to his country, with 4 
upright Zeal, were an awple apology, for cloſing! his 
public labours. 85 


a ain? t 3 ri . N ir 


Aspang, bis ee 8 2nd, in . 
him, alſo, did the People next delight te honour. 


And the preſervation of his important life,” as Pre- 
fident of the United States, is one of our "public 

_ Vieſſio ings, for which Heaven is-this day to be praiſed. 
The verietable Mapachuſetts, without jealouly or en - 
vy, looks up to the more venerable Und. Like 
the ſeveral members of t he human body, the National 
and State governments are ſo compacted together, as 
to poſſeſs all the advantages of ſympathy, ſtrength 
and durability, which the unity of the grace will, 
intereſt and force, « can e e 


1 
4 


3 
, 


ſptedy return of a general peace, are, indeed, the pros. 


In ill-fated France, how qeiking the cot . 
1 ce her firſt change from the ancient Deſpotiſin 


cer revolutions. Theſe ſeem to have been but 
the ſucceſſive triumphs, and alternate downfal of par- 
ties. Bloed was demanded for blood. In the laſt . 
inſtance, indeed, baniſhment was received in coma; 


mutation for life. Eight years has France enduted 
the ſcourge of war, attended with all its aggravated. | 


borrours. Her wiſeſt and beſt Patriots ſhe has ſacrit · 


ced with her own hands; as though the believed, 
Liberty, like the deteſtable Moloch, delights, age. 

only in the faireſt human victims, but in the immo- 

latioſ of talents and virtues. On the field of battle, | 
by private aſſaflinations, and public maſſacres, France + 

can number her millions ſlain z and, yet, has obtain« 


ed nothing of permanent value. And What is paſt, 
| it ſhould ſeem, is but the beginning of ſorrow. 
Such, however, has been the excentficity of her” 
| meaſures; avd her repeated revolutions have aNumed' 
ſo fantaſtic a character, that it would be ann 9 


ous to * concerning the iſſue. 


8 7 
- x Fw 3-2 


That 2; V2 liberty and good government, may be 


granted to France; that ſucceſt may attend our En - 


Loys, whom ſhe hath conſented. to receive, and che 


per Ph id * 
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mited Monarchy, ſhe has undergone, at leaſt, four” 3 


11 


* 
— — OC CEC Ie 


Kit lifted us up to tuch pre-eminent privileges aud 
<pſoywebts; from thente, can, 46 eaſily, eat us 


"+ 24 * "I; 


| | — fin hops 5: but they foroih ene 


no date. for diſcuſſion, From this region of blood. 
and devaſtation, ia de to our neee and 
happy land... ef + 1 


But let ae ue ae ms; wh” 


down. To remain happy we nruſt be good; To 
remain free we mult love our conntry.” And to ſup- 


port our independence we muſt be induſtrious and fru. 


gal. Private virtue, ſocial juſtice, and national 
righteouſneſs, ate the pillars, which muſt give ſtabili · 
ty to our Civil r and PP rg wack 


I. ** N 


. * ; 


e us Sire aka to * _ the Father, for 
centage us the Goſpel ot his Son. After all 


our ungratefal treatment to the bleſſed Jeſus, , he 


hath. not, yet, departed out off our coalts ! no 


« bs 14 


Tue meat of education, and of all ew oft 


life, which are in 7 progreſſive train, our piety ſhoultd' : 
commit to the auſpices of a benevolent Providence. 


The ſeuſons of the year have been crowned with 


' wiitiſoal* plenty. He; who gathereth the wind in his 


fiſts; — the tempeſt; that it ſhould not 
tüte our dwelfings; nor endanger any of the works 


ef our hands. No devouring inſects, or untimely 


fiolts, - = infeſted. our geddes but alternate 


dence, to fail in gratitude, would be to fail in every 


eyes and our ſouls are litted up to Hin, who is the 


* P 
PR . 


and ſunſhines have matured a copious barveſt. 1 

Our beriet have yielded to us the abundance of | 
the ſea ; and our defenceleſs commerce, though often | 
inſulted, and plundered, has ſucceeded n our. | 
fears. 


1 ern v4 $4 £5 — * . K 1 77 


The Peltitence, i in ſome of „ 
for a ſhort time, was permitted to rage. But general 
health ſhould be thanktully acknowledged, with our 
other invaluable mercies ot the lat year. 


If we conſult the 8 of thole, who 83 tra · 
velled in other countries, as our knowledge, ſo our 
ſorrow increaſeth. In many a page, the ravages of 
diſeaſe, the waſtes of famine, - and the deſolations of 
erbitraty power, meet the eye, But the intelligent 
traveller in the United States fancies himſelf in the 
land of promiſe, from which every evil is excluded, 
and, where every. bleſſing dwells. Health, plenty, 
equal laws, extended proſperity, and general improve · 
ment, captivate his mind, and make him forget the 
fatigues of his journey. 


- - Diſtinguiſhed as we are, by a munificent Provi- 


thing, But, who can utter the. mighty acts of the 
Lord? Who can ſhew forth all his praiſe?” While our 
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apd, to prevent the Wants of the needy. © Let their 
tables . liverally ſopplied ; and while our ur” eben. + 
: 500 36 an and fri friends' are about us, and we are rtjbicing 
cler, Tet us, allo, ſympathize with our leb tor” 
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